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Course Description:

Prepares students to write university-level research papers and pursue lifelong learning; introduces peer-reviewed academic publications. Topics include understanding scholarly writing, conducting original research, writing a research paper, working in teams, and presenting. 

Course Objectives:
The goals of the course are to:

· Ground students in the history and conventions of academic research, writing, and publishing. 
· Expand their sense of what academic research is—more than information-gathering and book reports, it builds on the work of others in an informed and critical way in order to make original contributions. 

· Encourage them to develop original and specific topics they are interested in or curious about. 
· Guide them through the wealth of information available in the school library, through interlibrary loan, and on the Internet. 
· Introduce them to a variety of note taking and organizational strategies so that they can develop their own processes. 
· Help them master one academic documentation style such as M.L.A. or A.P.A.
· Impress upon them the necessity of citing all source material scrupulously in order to avoid plagiarism, and give them the skills to do so.

· Foster the kind of discipline and organizational skills necessary to pursue a long-term, in-depth project. 
· Guide them through the completion of one research paper of at least twelve pages, in addition to at least eight pages of other writing (or the equivalent in other media). This work may include such projects as:

· A formal research proposal, an annotated bibliography, a review of literature, a thesis and detailed outline.

· An oral presentation at the end of the course, highlighting or demonstrating key things learned through the research process.

· Informal weekly progress reports. A "personal reflection" essay on experience in the course.

· Weekly graded group workshops and reports, based on stages of the final paper.

· A professionally-bound “course book” compiling work from the quarter. 

· Two different versions of the final research paper: the first written as a simple report; the second as a "re-vision," exploring an analogy, paradox, or relationship.

· A test on MLA format, editing a sample research paper. 

· Written commentaries on professional research papers from EBSCO or elsewhere.

· A research blog, podcast, or vidcast, recording experiences as they are happening during the quarter, rather than reflecting on them at the end.  

· A blog for storing and organizing research notes, as well as electronically publishing the final paper and soliciting comments.

· Help them develop a style appropriate to academic research writing and eliminate grammatical and mechanical errors.
· Provide them with opportunities for working together to improve each other’s writing through specific and constructive feedback and for presenting their research publicly through talks, poster sessions, or PowerPoints.

Student Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to do the following:

· Explain how professional academic research writing works and use their knowledge of it to inform their own research and writing.

· Define and focus original academic research topics; 
· Conduct thorough and creative research using a variety of tools and emphasizing scholarly sources. 
· Accurately judge the credibility of sources and read them critically. 
· Take effective notes that go beyond summary, paraphrase, and quotation—notes that question, connect, and build on sources.

· Master at least one academic documentation style such as M.L.A or A.P.A. Cite all source material properly and avoid plagiarism. 

· Incorporate source material into their own writing by framing it clearly, logically, and with sufficient context. 
· Produce a research paper of at least twelve pages, citing at least fifteen sources. The types of sources should be varied and balanced with no fewer than one-third being scholarly.

· Write clearly, in an appropriate style, with no basic grammatical or mechanical errors. 

· Work effectively with their fellow students, sharing their work in progress and providing  constructive feedback to others.

· Present their research publicly. 
Grading Method:  

Letter Grade (A-F)
Length of Course:

44 lecture hours
Prerequisites:


Pass WR-122 with a “C” or better.  
Required Text: 

Ballenger, Bruce. The Curious Researcher. 5th ed. 




Pearson/Longman 2006. ISBN: 0-321-36649-2.  
Major Topic Outline:  

30%  

Understanding academic research, defining and focusing a research topic, reading sources critically, taking notes, incorporating sources, avoiding plagiarism, and building original ideas and arguments. 
30%

Finding information: research tools and techniques.

   
20%  

Composing and revising a research paper in correct MLA or APA format. 

20%  

Editing a research paper for grammar, mechanics, and sentence structure, and giving constructive feedback to others.
